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About 1650 BC, a Chinese people called the Shang gained control of part of northern China.  The Shang family set up the first dynasty, or ruling family in China.  Each Shang king was believed to be the descendant of the gods.  He was given a Mandate of Heaven, or approval from the gods to rule.  The Chinese believed the king was able to ask the gods to protect and favor his people, and communicated with the gods to learn about future events that might affect his kingdom.  

Shang kings consulted the gods using oracle bones, animal bones and tortoise shells on which priests had scratched questions.  After inscribing a question on the bone, a priest applied a hot poker to it, whic[image: image8.png]
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h caused it to crack.  The priests then interpreted the cracks to see how the gods answered. 

The Shang were polytheistic.  They prayed to many gods and natural spirits.  They also believed that their dead ancestors could persuade the gods to give them good crops and other advantages.  Therefore, they built shrines to their ancestors and made offerings of food and drink to them in hopes of winning their good will.  Eventually, this practice developed into what is known as ancestor worship.  The Chinese also believed that the universe was held in delicate balance between two forces, the yin and the yang.  When these forces were in balance, peace and prosperity would result.  
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What two rivers allowed civilizations to flourish in Ancient China?





Huang He= “Yellow River” from the yellow sediment it produced.





Frequent floods of the Huang He devastated the surrounding countryside, killing those who lived along the river, destroying crops and causing famine. 
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The Huang He has been called “China’s Sorrow” because its frequent floods have devastated the surrounding countryside, killing those who lived along the river, destroying crops, and causing famine. 
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Mountains, deserts, jungles, and an ocean isolated Chinese culture more than it did many other early civilizations.  Having little contact with other cultures, the Chinese believed that their culture was the center of the Earth, so they called it the Middle Kingdom.  This isolation helped China to develop a unique culture, and sustain a supreme self-confidence. 
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Contributions





One of the most important written achievements of China was written Chinese, which developed about 4,000 years ago.  The ancient Chinese used a system of writing that included both pictographs and ideographs (drawings of thoughts and ideas).  Because the Chinese writing system consisted of tens of thousands of characters, only the upper classes had the time to learn to read and write.  Women did not have this privilege.  China was strongly patriarchal and women had few legal rights and privileges.  





Shang craftspeople knew a method of casting bronze that was superior to the one used in most western civilizations.  This method enabled them to make richly ornamented weapons and ceremonial objects.  Potters used fine white clay for making dishes and ornaments.  Cloth makers spun the fibers from silkworm cocoons into silk.  Jewelers fashioned ornaments from stone, jade, and bone.  





Silk worm and cocoon
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